It is with great pleasure that I write this invited editorial to publicize the recently established exchange program between the "Academia Brasileira de Neurologia" and the "Association for British Neurologists".
More and more young Brazilian neurologists started to visit the National Hospital for Neurology and Neurosurgery from the mid nineteen seventies and during my training and following my appointment to the staff their passionate enthusiasm for their mother country infected me with a great desire to visit Brazil and see for myself. More than twenty five years ago Wagner Horta and Aroldo Bacellar invited me to a meeting in Bahia and I have been visiting twice a year ever since. The large number of Brazilian neurologists who have spent a period of training overseas and the increasing active participation of Brazilian opinion leaders at international meetings has helped to raise the overall standard of neurology enormously in a short period of time. This has also led to the building of robust and fruitful international collaborations for research in the neurosciences.
Many of the fellows who have come to Queen Square have gone on to become distinguished neurologists and continue to be collaborators. In 2009, a formal agreement was made for an exchange program between the "Academia Brasileira de Neurologia" and the "Association for British Neurologists". The two learned societies agreed that every year each will sponsor a visiting professor to spend a fortnight in the other country and establish contact with researchers and clinicians in their areas of speciality. Upon completion of the visit, the successful recipients are expected to enrich their local institution by proposing ways to collaborate with teams in the other country and promote closer research links and lasting connections.
